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with citations of numerous authorities, that the lowest of existing 
savages, such as the Australians, have a moral sense and ideas of 
a God, and that so far as we know the earliest prehistoric races 
had the religious sense and an idea of a hereafter, as shown by 
the burial of their dead. 

The book, though published in the present year, must have 
been prepared several years since, as it/is strangely deficient in ref- 
erences to recent discoveries in American anthropology, such as 
Wyman's works, the discoveries of Professor J. D. Whitney in 
California and several other prominent archaeologists, but still the 
work is a most useful and valuable one, in many respects written 
from an advanced standpoint, and the author distinguishes, as is 
not always done by modern anthropologists, between reasonable 
inductions and simple conjectures. 

The Zoological Record for 1879. 1 — This volume, though 
not paged consecutively, contains about as many pages as any 
of its predecessors, and is rather more bulky than the Record for 
the three preceding years. According to a notice in Nature, about 
1000 new species were described during 1879 and are recorded 
in this volume; this shows a remarkable activity among the 
systematic zoologists. Numerous and important changes have 
occurred in the editorial staff. The volume continues to be edited 
by Mr. E. C. Rye, but the deaths of Messrs. Alston and 
O'Shaughnessy, and the unfortunate resignation of Dr. Lutken 
of Copenhagen, who has so long and so ably edited the Echin- 
oderms and Coelenterates, is a serious loss to the list of editors ; 
their places, however, have been, so far as we see, well supplied by 
younger men, and the Record still remains an indispensable ref- 
erence book for zoologists. As we have repeatedly said, those 
American zoologists or entomologists, who live out of reach of 
libraries, would do well to own the volumes as they annually 
appear. The Record for 1880 is promised to subscribers in the 
course of the present year. Meanwhile the work of the editors 
■will be greatly facilitated and the list of zoological papers and of 
new species and genera more perfect if American authors would 
think to send copies of their articles to the editor, care of Mr. Van 
Voorst, 1 Paternoster Row, London. 

Our Sporting Journals. 2 — No country can boast of better 
conducted sporting journals than the United States. The extent 
of our country furnishes many varieties of sport, and all are well 
represented by agreeable correspondents from every section of the 
continent. An important function of these periodicals, and one 
which they are effectively performing, is the preservation of the 

1 The Zoological Record for zS~]() ; being volume sixteenth of the Record of 
Zoological Literature. Edited by Edward Caldwell Rye, London, 1881. 8vo. 

2 Afield and Afloat, Philadelphia, 16 pp. The American Field, New York and 
Chicago, 28 pp. The Forest and Stream and Rod and Gun, New York, pp. 22. 
The Chicago Field, Chicago, 24 pp. 
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native fauna of the country. No one is more solicitous for the 
protection of our wild animals than the true sportsman. Without 
them, indeed, his occupation would be gone. It is through the 
pressure brought to bear by gentlemen represented by these 
journals, that such protective legislation as we have, has been ob- 
tained. In their pages we constantly find protests against the 
murderous practices of a class of hunters who care for nothing 
but the gratification of the instinct of destruction, and who would, 
if not suppressed, reduce the world to a condition as lifeless as 
that of our unfortunate neighbor the moon. 

A valuable feature of these journals is the scientific element 
which enters into them. They all have a department devoted to 
exact information, which is generally edited by some competent 
scientist. . In this, as in other respects, the Naturalist recognizes 
in these journals natural allies in the work of interesting and in- 
structing in the facts of nature. By these facts we live, enjoy, 
suffer and die ; and the knowledge of them is a most agreeable 
combination of the utile with the duke. 

Report of the Geological Survey of Canada for 1878-79. 1 
This volume possesses special interest from the large amount of 
novel information it gives regarding the geology and physical 
geography of British Columbia and of the region lying west of 
Hudson's bay. While the survey work has gone on in Canada, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, having been performed in the 
latter province by Messrs. Bailey, Matthew and Ells, British 
Columbia has naturally,, from the recent discovery of coal and 
gold mines, received of late particular attention. Mr. G. M. 
Dawson has had charge of this region. His report relates to the 
Queen Charlotte islands. He believes that two periods of glacia- 
tion have occurred on these islands, the second less intense, con- 
sisting of a temporary advance of glaciers from the various 
mountain systems. Mr. Robert Bell's report of his explorations 
of the Churchill and Nelson rivers, and around God's and Island 
Lakes is a continuation from the previous volume of his account 
of this vast and little known region. The remarks on the north- 
ern limits of forest trees in British America and on forest preserva- 
tion will be of much permanent value, as well as the zoological 
and botanical appendices in the volume. To anthropologists the 
chapter by Mr. Dawson on the habits and architecture of the 
Haida Indians will prove well worth examining and of permanent 
value. 

Recent Lithological Notices. — In a brief paper on the age 
of the copper-bearing rocks of Lake Superior, which is extracted 
from the Proceedings of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Boston Meeting, 1880, Mr. M. E. Wads- 

1 Geological Survey of Canada. Alfred R. C. Selwyn, F. R. S., F. G. S., 
Director. Report of Progress for 1878—79. Montreal, Dawson Brothers, 1880. 8vo, 
with Maps and Plates. 



